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when he Is eager to try and when he Is Interested. Some
school methods produce these attitudes, others only imbue
the child with a feeling of failure and frustration. Some
parents, too, show a sensible attitude towards the child's
reading problems by widening his experiences, praising
his efforts, and not expecting unduly high standards In the
early stages. Others do the opposite by limiting the child's
opportunities, robbing him of confidence, or pushing him.
along too fast, ultimately into the abyss of confusion.
Parental attitudes and reading approaches which sustain
interest, preserve confidence and foster the pupil's power of
application and persistence make no mean contribution to
progress in reading.
The material of the present chapter has revealed the
complexity of the reading process and the need for teaching
methods to allow for gradual maturation in numerous directions,
if success in reading is to be achieved. Thus the nature of
learning to read and the varying rates of development of
different children In the factors producing reading ability
make it Imperative that there should be a properly planned
preparatory period in learning to read, A detailed con-
sideration of this preparatory reading stage will constitute
,the next chapter.